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Chapter 17.04 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

17.04.010 Purpose and intent. 

The purpose and intent of this title is to lessen congestion in the streets, to 
conserve health, to secure safety from fire, flood, panic and other dangers, to 
provide adequate light, air and space, to prevent overcrowding of land, to avoid 
undue concentration of population, to encourage housing for persons of all income 
levels, to facilitate provision of transportation, water supply, drainage, sewerage, 
schools, parks, open space and other public requirements, to conserve the value 
of land and buildings, including the conservation of natural resources and the 
prevention of blight and pollution of the environment, to encourage the most 
appropriate use of land throughout the city, and to preserve and increase 
amenities by the promulgation of regulations to fulfill these objectives. (C.O. 83-3 
§ 17-1) 
 

17.04.020 Interpretation--Other provisions. 

The interpretation and application of the provisions of this title shall be held to the 
minimum requirements adopted for the promotion of the public health, safety, 
comfort, convenience and general welfare. It is not intended by this title to repeal, 
abrogate, annul or in any way to impair or interfere with any existing provisions of 
the law or ordinance or any rules, regulations or permits previously adopted or 
issued, or which shall be adopted or issued pursuant to law relating to the use of 
buildings or premises, nor is it intended by this title to interfere with or abrogate or 
annul any easements, covenants or other agreements between parties; provided, 
however, that where this title imposes a greater restriction upon the use of 
buildings or premises or upon the height of buildings or requires larger yards, or 
other open spaces, than are imposed or required by such existing provisions of 
law or ordinance, or by such rules, regulations or permits, or by such easements, 
covenants or agreements, the provisions of this title shall control. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
10) 
 

17.04.030 Conformance required. 

No building shall, after the effective date of the ordinance from which this title 
derives, be erected, constructed or placed; no existing building shall be moved, 
altered, rebuilt, converted, added to or enlarged; and no land shall be used for any 
purpose other than listed as permitted uses in each zone except in conformance 
with the requirements set forth in this title; nor shall any required open space or 
yard contiguous to any building be encroached upon or reduced in any manner. In 
the event of any such unlawful encroachment or reduction, such building or uses 
are in violation of this title, and the certificate of occupancy shall automatically 
become void. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-9(C)) 
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17.04.040 Utilities exempted. 

The provisions of this title shall not apply to customary local utility distribution or 
collection lines for water, gas, telephone or electric service. All facilities such as 
pumping stations, repeater stations and electric substations which require a 
building above grade shall be subject to the yard requirements. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
9(G)) 
 
 

Chapter 17.08 DEFINITIONS 

17.08.010 Applicability. 

In construing this title the rules set out in this chapter shall be observed, unless 
their observance would involve a construction inconsistent with the manifest intent 
of the law-making body or repugnant to the context of the same statute. (C.O. 83-
3 § 17-2(A)(part)) 
 

17.08.020 Common and technical construction. 

Words and phrases shall be construed according to the common and approved 
usage of the language, but technical words and phrases and such others as may 
have acquired a peculiar and appropriate meaning in law shall be construed and 
understood according to such meaning. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(A)(1)) 
 

17.08.030 Number and gender. 

Words importing the singular number may extend and be applied to several 
persons or things; words importing the plural number may include the singular; 
and words importing the masculine gender may include the feminine and neuter. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(A)(2)) 
 

17.08.040 Terms defined in building code. 

Terms or words not defined in this chapter but defined in the Massachusetts State 
Building Code shall have meanings given therein, unless a contrary intention 
clearly appears; otherwise as the meaning is quoted in the latest edition of the 
Webster’s Dictionary of the American Language. (C.O. 86-656 § 1; C.O. 83-3 § 
17-2(A)(7)) 
 

17.08.050 Accessory building or use. 

“Accessory building or use” means a building or use customarily incidental to and 
located on the same lot with a principal building or use, or on an adjoining lot 
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under the same ownership, and which is not detrimental to the neighborhood. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(1)) 
 

17.08.060 Advertising sign. 

“Advertising sign” means a sign advertising a product, service or business, 
whether or not sold or conducted on the premises upon which the sign is located, 
including billboards. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(4)) 
 

17.08.062 Adult bookstore. 

“Adult bookstore” means an establishment having substantial or significant portion 
of its stock in trade, rental or sale, books, magazines and other matter which are 
distinguished or characterized by their emphasis, depicting, describing or relating 
to sexual conduct or sexual excitement as defined in Section 31 of Chapter 272, 
M.G.L., and which shall be deemed to include so-called sexual aids, mechanical 
and nonmechanical stimulators and objects fashioned to resemble or perform 
certain of the functions of the human sexual organs and genitalia. (C.O. 95-122 § 
1 (part)) 
 

17.08.063 Adult entertainment establishment. 

“Adult entertainment establishment” means any establishment which displays 
entertainment which is distinguished or characterized by its emphasis depicting, 
describing or relating to sexual conduct or sexual excitement as defined in Section 
31 of Chapter 272, M.G.L. (C.O. 95-122 § 1 (part)) 
 

17.08.064 Adult motion picture theater. 

“Adult motion picture theater” means a building used for presenting material 
distinguished by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to sexual 
conduct or sexual excitement as defined in Section 31 of Chapter 272, of M.G.L. 
(C.O. 95-122 § 1 (part)) 
 

17.08.065 Adult retail establishment, substantial or significant portion. 

“Significant or substantial portion” means at least that portion of: (i) retail sales 
accounting for at least twenty percent of gross sales; or (ii) merchandise 
accounting for at least twenty percent of total merchandise available for sale; or 
(iii) shelf-space and display space which when combined is in excess of eighty 
square feet. (C.O. 95-122 § 1 (part)) 
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17.08.066 Adult use. 

“Adult use” means a use (whether partially or on its entirety) of a building or 
business for the purpose of engaging in the sale, display, hire, trade, exhibition or 
viewing of materials or entertainments depicting, describing or relating to sexual 
conduct or sexual excitement as defined in Section 31 of Chapter 272, of M.G.L. 
(C.O. 95-122 § 1 (part)) 
 

17.08.067 Adult use advertisement sign. 

“Adult use advertisement sign” means an advertising sign or devise which 
advertises an adult entertainment use, adult bookstore, adult video store or adult 
motion picture theater and/or advertises the trade, rental or sale of material 
distinguished by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to sexual 
conduct or sexual excitement as defined in Section 31 of Chapter 272, of M.G.L. 
(C.O. 95-122 § 1 (part)) 
 

17.08.068 Adult video store. 

“Adult video store” means an establishment having as a substantial or significant 
portion of its stock in trade, rental or sale, videos and other matter which are 
distinguished or characterized by their emphasis depicting, describing or relating 
to sexual conduct or sexual excitement as defined in Section 31 of Chapter 272, 
M.G.L. (C.O. 95-122 § 1 (part)) 
 

17.08.070 Alteration. 

“Alteration,” as applied to a building or a structure, means a substantial change or 
rearrangement in its exterior structural parts or an enlargement, whether by 
extending on a side, increasing in height, or the moving of a particular part from 
one location or position to another. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(2)) 
 

17.08.080 Apartment house. 

“Apartment house” means a dwelling for more than two families under one roof, or 
for one or more families above a first floor used for nonresidential purposes, 
including structures or buildings owned in condominium ownership under General 
Laws, Chapter 183A. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(3)) 
 

17.08.085 Automotive/truck rental office and storage. 

“Automotive/truck rental office and storage” means a business in which 
automobiles, trucks or buses are stored and leased on the premises. (C.O. 01-76 
§ 36, 2001) 
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17.08.090 Basement. 

“Basement” means a story partly underground and having more than one-half of 
the height, between floor and ceiling or floor and roof, above the average level of 
the finished outside grade of the lot. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(5)) 
 
Billboard. See Sign, standing, Section 17.08.760. 
 

17.08.100 Boarder. 

“Boarder” means a person or persons (but not more than two) who rent a room or 
rooms in a legal dwelling unit, but are not provided with private cooking or 
sanitation facilities. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(6)) 
 

17.08.105 Body Art. 

“Body art” means the practice of physical body adornment by permitted 
establishments and practitioners using, but not limited to, the following techniques: 
body piercing, tattooing, cosmetic tattooing, branding and scarification as defined 
in the Board of Health regulations. This definition does not include practices that 
are considered medical procedures by the board of registration in medicine. (C.O. 
01-76 A § 1, 2001) 
 

17.08.107 Body art establishment. 

“Body art establishment” means a location, place, or business that has been 
granted a permit by the Board of Health, whether public or private, where the 
practices of body art are performed, whether or not for profit. (C.O. 01-76 A § 2, 
2001) 

17.08.110 Building. 

“Building” means any structure having a roof supported by columns, piers or walls 
and intended for the shelter, housing or enclosure of persons, animals or chattel. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(7)) 
 

17.08.120 Building height. 

“Building height” means the vertical dimension measured from the average 
elevation of the finished lot grade to the highest point of the roof. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
2(B)(9)) 
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17.08.130 Building line. 

“Building line” means a line established by the city in accordance with General 
Laws, Chapter 82, Section 37. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(10)) 
 

17.08.140 Building, principal. 

“Principal building” means the structure in which is conducted the principal use of 
the lot. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(11)) 
 

17.08.145 Car wash. 

“Car wash” means any facility, its structures, paved areas or grounds used to 
wash, clean and dry the exterior of automobiles, vans, and trucks either 
automatically (by the use of conveyors to move the vehicle or other automated 
equipment intended to mechanically wash said vehicle) or by self-service (the use 
of hand held equipment by the general public). (C.O. 99-92 § 1) 
 

17.08.150 Cellar. 

“Cellar” means a story, partly or entirely underground, having more than one-half 
of its clear height below the average level of the finished outside grade of the lot. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(12)) 
 

17.08.160 Club or lodge. 

“Club” or “lodge” mean a building used to house a nonprofit social, fraternal or 
service organization which is not an adjunct to or operated as or in conjunction 
with a public tavern, cafe or similar place of business. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(13)) 
 

17.08.165 Commercial automotive storage/parking. 

“Commercial automotive storage/parking” means bulk and limited access storage 
or parking of automobiles, buses or trucks which are not accessory to a principal 
use and shall include parking restricted by contract or lease to employees of the 
contracting party or lessee. (C.O. 91-23 § 4 (part)) 
 

17.08.170 Condominium. 

“Condominium” means an apartment, row house or other structure held in 
condominium ownership under Chapter 183A, General Laws. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
2(B)(15)) 
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17.08.180 Convenience. 

“Convenience,” as applied to retail sales or retail services, means a use designed 
mainly to serve the immediate neighborhood and limited to such uses as 
barbershop, hairdresser, variety store, superette (grocery, meats, produce), 
luncheonette, self-service clothes cleaners, bakery and other similar uses. (C.O. 
83-3 § 17-2(B)(16)) 
 

17.08.183 Convention center. 

“Convention center” means a public assembly facility within a structure which is 
devoted exclusively to public assembly for the purpose of meetings and 
conferences where such a facility can be subdivided into multi conference or 
meeting areas. (C.O. 91-23 § 2) 
 

17.08.190 Court. 

“Court” means an open space other than a yard on the same lot with a building. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(17)) 
 

17.08.195 Day nursery. 

“Day nursery” means any facility operated on a regular basis whether known as a 
day nursery, day care center, nursery school, kindergarten, child play school, 
progressive school, child development center, preschool or known under any 
other name which receives children, not of or common parentage, under seven 
years of age, or under sixteen years of age if such children have special needs, 
for nonresidential custody and care during part or all of the day separate from 
parent(s). 
 
Day nursery shall not include: any part of a public school system; any part of a 
private organized educational system, unless the services of such a system are 
primarily limited to kindergarten, nursery or related preschool services; a Sunday 
School conducted by a religious institution; a family day care home which does not 
service more than four children; an informal cooperative arrangement among 
neighbors or relatives. (C.O. 93-30 § 2) 
 

17.08.200 Density. 

“Density” means the average number of families, persons or housing units per unit 
of land; usually density is expressed “per acre.” (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(18)) 
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17.08.210 Dwelling, duplex. 

“Duplex dwelling” means two single-family attached units side by side with party 
walls. (C.O. 88-49 § 2) 
 

17.08.220 Dwelling, single-family. 

“Single-family dwelling” means a detached building used for, or occupied 
exclusively by, one dwelling unit. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(21)) 
 

17.08.230 Dwelling, three-family. 

“Three-family dwelling” means a building used for, or occupied by, three dwelling 
units. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(23)) 
 

17.08.240 Dwelling, town or row. 

“Town or row dwelling” means a single-family attached unit with party walls 
containing at least three attached units in a row. (C.O. 88-49 § 1) 
 

17.08.250 Dwelling, two-family. 

“Two-family dwelling” means a building used for, or occupied by, two dwelling 
units. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(22)) 
 

17.08.260 Dwelling unit. 

“Dwelling unit” means one or more rooms providing living facilities for one family, 
including equipment for both cooking and sanitation or provisions for the same 
within the building in which the dwelling unit is located. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(20)) 
 

17.08.263 Elderly housing, independent. 

“Elderly housing, independent” means a nonsubsidized residential environment for 
the elderly which includes services such as meals, housekeeping, health and 
transportation within a shared living environment. (C.O. 91-23 § 4 (part)) 
 

17.08.264 Elderly housing, congregate care. 

“Elderly housing, congregate care” means a residential environment for the elderly 
which includes services such as meals, housekeeping, health and transportation 
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within a congregate living environment and which may include subsidized elderly 
housing. (C.O. 91-23 § 4 (part)) 
 

17.08.270 Family. 

“Family” means a household of blood or marriage relations and not more than two 
unrelated persons. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(25)) 
 

17.08.280 Fast-food/take-out/drive-in restaurant. 

“Fast-food/take-out/drive-in restaurant” means an establishment where the 
primary business is the sale of food or beverages for consumption on or off the 
premises, and where the food or beverage is prepared in advance of ordering by 
the purchaser, or prepared “quick order” upon direct instructions to personnel 
other than a waitress or waiter directly taking orders from a table or counter and 
packaged and/or containerized other than in dishes. (C.O. 83-508A § 10) 
 

17.08.281 Fast-food/take-out facility, accessory. 

“Fast-food/take-out facility” means an accessory establishment where the sale of 
food or beverages for consumption on or off the premises is an accessory use of 
the premises, and where the food or beverage is prepared in advance of ordering 
by the purchaser, or prepared quick order upon direct instructions to personnel 
other than a waitress or waiter directly taking orders from a table or counter and 
packaged and/or containerized other than in dishes. (C.O. 96-17 § 40) 
 

17.08.285 Flea market. 

“Flea market” means either an indoor or outdoor business engaged in the selling 
of or trading of second hand property, articles, goods, wares or merchandise and 
shall include the selling of new merchandise from a nonpermanent location. (C.O. 
01-76A § 6) 
 

17.08.290 Floodplain. 

“Floodplain” means that area of the city within the boundaries of a one-hundred-
year-flood level as defined by the Federal Flood Insurance Agency, and approved 
by the city. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(27)) 
 

17.08.300 Floor area ratio (FAR).  

For the purposes of this revision, “FAR” means the ratio of the total gross square 
feet within a building or buildings of a given project to the total lot size, excluding 
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the following accessory uses: recreational areas, storage areas, parking areas, 
loading areas and facilities devoted to the maintenance of the building and 
balconies. The FAR shall be expressed numerically such as 1.0 (1:1), i.e., one 
square foot of building for one square foot of land. (C.O. 90-37G: C.O. 83-3 § 17-
2(B)(28)) 
 

17.08.310 Frontage. 

“Frontage” means the length of a lot along the street line of a public, private or 
planning-board-approved street, excluding the ends on incomplete streets. For the 
purposes of determining yard requirements on corner lots and through lots, all 
sides of a lot adjacent to streets shall not be considered frontage, only the side of 
the legal address. Yards shall be provided as indicated under Chapter 17.24. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(29)) 
 

17.08.315 Gaming facility.  

“Gaming facility” means an establishment for the conduct of legalized gambling or 
gaming, but not including the principal use of the premises for a racetrack or the 
use of the premises for activities sponsored or licensed by the Massachusetts 
State Lottery. (C.O. 96-17 § 44) 
 

17.08.320 Garage, commercial. 

“Commercial garage” means any building wherein is kept or stored one or more 
motor vehicles for the purposes of a motor vehicle repair or service station and 
shall include self-service stations. (C.O. 91-23 § 5) 
 

17.08.330 Garage, community. 

“Community garage” means a group of private garages, not more than ten cars, 
arranged in a row or surrounding a common means of access. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
2(B)(14)) 
 

17.08.340 Garage, private. 

“Private garage” means a garage for not more than three automobiles for storage 
only, in which space may be rented to persons not occupants of the premises. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(51)) 
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17.08.350 Garage, special. 

“Special garage” means any building wherein is kept or stored one or more 
vehicles for the purpose of conducting the business of any auto body or paint 
shop. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(30)(a)) 
 

17.08.360 Half-story. 

Half-story” means a space under a sloping roof, the cubic contents of which are 
not over half of the cubic contents of the floor below. A space greater than this is a 
“story.” (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(33)) 

17.08.370 Home occupation. 

“Home occupation” means a business or occupation customarily conducted 
entirely within a dwelling unit, carried on by the inhabitants thereof, which is clearly 
incidental to the use of the dwelling as a place of residence. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
2(B)(31)) 
 

17.08.380 Hotel. 

“Hotel” means a building intended and designed primarily for transient or overnight 
occupancy, divided into separate units within the same building and with or 
without public dining facilities. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(32)) 
 

17.08.390 Kennel. 

“Kennel” means a building or lot housing three or more dogs. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
2(B)(33)) 
 

17.08.391 Livable open space. 

“Livable open space” means the total square footage of a dwelling unit that is used 
for residential purposes excluding basements, cellars, garages and similar spaces 
that are utilized for storage, housing of vehicles or the accommodation of utilities 
incidental to the dwelling unit. (C.O. 83-508A § 8) 
 

17.08.400 Lot. 

“Lot” means one or more areas or parcels of land, in common ownership, duly 
recorded at the Registry of Deeds; if prior to subdivision control without 
endorsement, if after subdivision control with endorsement of the city planning 
board either as a subdivision or as subdivision approval not required. (C.O. 93-30 
§ 8) 
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17.08.410 Lot, corner. 

“Corner lot” means a lot located at the intersection of two or more streets having 
an angle of intersection of not more than one hundred thirty-five degrees. (C.O. 
83-3 § 17-2(B)(35)(a)) 
 

17.08.420 Lot coverage. 

“Lot coverage” means that percentage of the lot area which is devoted to building 
area. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(36)) 
 

17.08.430 Lot depth. 

“Lot depth” means the horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines, 
measured in the mean direction of the side lot lines. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(37)) 
 

17.08.440 Lot, interior. 

“Interior lot” means a lot bounded by a street on only one side and any other lot 
other than a corner lot. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(35)(b)) 
 

17.08.450 Lot line. 

“Lot line” means the boundary of a lot. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(41)) 
 

17.08.460 Lot line, front. 

“Front lot line” means a line separating the lot from the street or from a building 
line if such has been established. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B) (38)) 
 

17.08.470 Lot line, rear. 

“Rear lot line” means a line most distant and opposite from the front lot line; where 
the lot is irregular, a line perpendicular to the mean direction of side lot lines, and 
at least ten feet in length within the lot. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(39)) 
 

17.08.480 Lot, through. 

“Through lot” means a lot abutting on two parallel or approximately parallel streets. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(35)(c)) 
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17.08.490 Lot width. 

“Lot width” means the horizontal distance between the side lot lines measured 
perpendicular to the mean direction of the side lot lines. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(40)) 
 

17.08.500 May. 

“May” is permissive. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(A)(5)) 
 

17.08.510 Mobile home. 

“Mobile home” means a dwelling unit built on a chassis and containing complete 
electrical, plumbing and sanitary facilities, and designed to be installed on a 
temporary basis or a permanent foundation for permanent living quarters. (C.O. 
83-3 § 17-2(B)(42)) 
 

17.08.520 Motel. 

“Motel” means a building intended primarily for transient or overnight occupancy 
divided into separate units within the same building, with or without public dining 
facilities, and characterized by direct access to every unit from an automobile 
parking space (includes motor hotels and motor inns). (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B) (43)) 
 

17.08.530 Nonconforming structure. 

“Nonconforming structure” means a structure, lawfully existing or lawfully begun at 
the date of the first publication of notice of the public hearing on the ordinance 
from which this title derives, which does not conform with the regulations of this 
title. (C.O. 96-17 § 41: C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(44)) 
 

17.08.540 Nonconforming lot. 

“Nonconforming lot” means a lot, lawfully existing or lawfully begun at the date of 
the first publication of notice of the public hearing on the ordinance from which this 
title derived, which does not conform with the minimum dimensional controls of 
this title. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(45)) 
 

17.08.550 Nonconforming use. 

“Nonconforming use” means a use of a building or of land, lawfully existing or 
lawfully begun at the date of the first publication of notice of the public hearing on 
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the ordinance from which this title derives, that does not conform with the 
regulations of this title. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(46)) 
 

17.08.560 Nursing home. 

“Nursing home” means any place or institution for the aged, infirm, chronic or 
convalescent, whether conducted for charity or for profit, which is established to 
render care, custody, treatment and/or lodging of three or more unrelated persons 
who require or receive assistance in ordinary daily activities of life or who are 
confined to a bed or chair. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(47)) 
 

17.08.570 Parking aisle. 

“Parking aisle” means that area adjacent to a parking space or spaces through 
which a motor vehicle must move to enter or exit. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(48)) 
 

17.08.571 Parking lot, structure private. 

“Parking lot, structure private” means a parking area for the occupants or 
employees of a commercial, industrial or multi-family use. (C.O. 88-49 § 17(c)) 
 

17.08.572 Parking lot/structure, commercial. 

“Commercial parking lot/structure” means a lot or structure for the purpose of 
storing or parking automobiles, buses or trucks which is available to the public 
generally on a daily basis for a fee and which is not incident to or related to a 
principal use on the same lot or adjoining lot or lots. Commercial parking 
lot/structure, for the purpose of this section, includes public commuter parking and 
public remote parking facilities. (C.O. 91-23 § 4 (part)) 
 

17.08.580 Person. 

“Person” includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, company or 
corporation as well as an individual. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(A)(3)) 
 

17.08.590 Porch. 

“Porch” means an exterior covered or uncovered area as an appendage to a 
house at least large enough in area to place a chair without interfering with 
pedestrian movement. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(49)) 
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17.08.600 Premises. 

“Premises” means a lot together with all structures, buildings and uses thereon. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(50)) 
 

17.08.602 Principal building coverage. 

“Principal building coverage” means the main uses or structures on a lot and shall 
exclude detached or attached parking structures. (C.O. 91-23 § 4 (part)) 
 

17.08.605 Private and nonprofit schools. 

“Private and nonprofit schools” means an establishment licensed by the 
commonwealth for educational purposes, where teachers/administrators and 
instructors hold all licenses and certificates required by the commonwealth. The 
establishment shall be fully accredited within one year and/or licensed by all 
appropriate federal, state and/or local authorities, including all private professional 
certifications. (C.O. 85-4A § 16(C)) 
 

17.08.607 Professional office park. 

The term “professional office park,” unless a contrary meaning is required by the 
context, or is specifically prescribed, shall have the following meaning: Land, 
structures, or facilities, constructed, operated and used, in part or in any parts 
thereof, for occupancy by more than one establishment for general business 
offices, professional offices, medical and dental offices, or any combination 
thereof with shared common areas. (C.O. 88-20 § 1) 
 

17.08.610 Professional offices. 

“Professional offices” means the office of one engaged in one of the following 
professions: attorney-at-law, engineer, architect, landscape architect, interior 
designer, accountant, electrologist, real estate agent and hairdresser. (C.O. 84-
192B § 1; C.O. 84-192A § 1; C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(54)) 
 

17.08.620 Public open space. 

“Public open space” means public parks and playgrounds, public streets and 
sidewalks, and other public land which is open to the sky. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
2(B)(52)) 
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17.08.630 Public service corporation. 

“Public service corporation” means a utility controlled by the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Utilities. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(53)) 
 

17.08.640 Racetrack. 

“Racetrack” means a facility that includes a track, grounds, kennels, stables, 
auditorium, bleachers, where a horse-racing or dog-racing meeting may be held. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(55)) 
 

17.08.650 Recreation, gainful business. 

“Recreation, gainful business” means commercial recreational activities such as 
amusement centers, game arcades or similar activities. For the purposes of this 
title, this definition does not pertain to such activities as health clubs, physical 
fitness, racetracks, arenas and similar athletic facilities. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(56)) 
 

17.08.651 Recycling center/operations/drop off. 

“Recycling center/operations/drop off” means a facility in which recyclable 
materials are dropped off for redemption, storage, recycling or transfer and shall 
include recycling operations, transfer stations and redemption centers for the 
purpose of recycling and/or reprocessing glass, cans, bottles, aluminum, metal, 
plastic, paper, cardboard, wood, leaves, gravel, soil, concrete and bituminous. 
Does not include recycling vending machines incidental to a retail use. (C.O. 01-
76 § 37, 2001) 
 

17.08.655 Restaurant. 

“Restaurant” means an establishment where the primary business is the service, 
by a waiter or waitress of food and beverages to be consumed exclusively at 
tables or at a counter on the premises. (C.O. 83-508A § 11) 
 

17.08.656 Retail, general. 

“Retail, general” means the sale of goods for personal or business use, and also 
the provisions of personal, business or household services; provided, however, 
that retail businesses specifically defined by this chapter shall be governed by 
such specific definitions. A fast-food/take-out facility may serve as an accessory 
use to a general retail business where authorized by a special permit from the city 
council. (C.O. 96-17 § 42) 
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17.08.657 Retail, neighborhood. 

“Retail, neighborhood” means the sale of goods for personal or business use, and 
also the provisions of personal, business or household services in an enclosed 
space of ten thousand square feet or less; provided, however, that retail 
businesses specifically defined by this chapter shall be governed by such specific 
definitions. A fast-food/take-out facility may serve as an accessory use to a 
neighborhood retail business where authorized by a special permit from the city 
council. (C.O. 96-17 § 43) 
 

17.08.660 Roominghouse. 

“Roominghouse” means a building in which three or more persons, either 
individually or as families, are housed for hire in individual rooms, with or without 
meals, and shall include lodging-houses, boardinghouses and tourist houses. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(57)) 
 

17.08.670 Self-service station. 

“Self-service station” means that type of business wherein a licensed motor 
vehicle operator dispenses his or her own motor fuel. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(59)(a)) 
 

17.08.680 Semidetached house. 

“Semidetached house” means two one-family houses built together at the same 
time and separated by a fireproof division with no openings. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
2(B)(58)) 
 

17.08.690 Service station. 

“Service station” means any building or premises wherein, or upon which, gasoline 
or other motor fuel is sold or retained. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(59)(part)) 
 

17.08.700 Setback, front. 

“Setback, front” means the distance measured perpendicular to the building 
between the street line and the building line. (C.O. 01-76 § 29, 2001) 
 

17.08.701 Setback, side. 

“Setback, side” means the distance measured perpendicular to the building 
between the side lot line and the building line. (C.O. 01-76 § 30, 2001) 
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17.08.702 Setback, rear. 

“Setback, rear” means the distance measured perpendicular to the building 
between the rear lot line and the building line. (C.O. 01-76 § 31, 2001) 
 

17.08.710 Shall. 

“Shall” is mandatory and directory. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(A)(4)) 
 

17.08.720 Sign. 

“Sign” means any device, structure or object displayed for public view and 
intended for visual communication. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(61)) 
 

17.08.730 Sign, accessory. 

“Accessory sign” means any sign that advertises, calls attention to or indicates the 
person occupying the premises on which the sign is erected or maintained, or the 
business transacted thereon, or advertises the property itself or any part thereof 
as for sale or for rent, and which contains no other matter. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
2(B)(62)) 
 

17.08.735 Sign, accessory multiuse. 

“Accessory multiuse signs” means any sign that advertises the business 
occupying the premises on which the sign is erected or maintained and allows for 
other nonaccessory signage in conformance with the regulations set forth in 
Sections 17.16.252 and 17.36.043. (C.O. 91-253 § 3) 
 

17.08.740 Sign area. 

“Sign area” means that area, including all lettering, wording and accompanying 
designs and symbols, together with the background on which they are displayed, 
any frame around the sign and any “cutouts” or extensions, but not including any 
supporting structure or bracing. Also, with regard to a sign consisting of individual 
letters or symbols attached to or painted on a surface, building, wall or window, 
the sign area shall be considered to be that of the smallest geometric figure which 
encompasses all of the letters and symbols. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(63)) 
 

17.08.750 Sign, nonaccessory. 

“Nonaccessory sign” means any sign not an accessory sign, excluding billboards. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(64)(part)) 
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17.08.770 Sign, temporary. 

“Temporary sign” means any sign intended to be maintained for a continuous 
period of not more than ninety days. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(65)) 
 

17.08.780 Site plan. 

“Site plan” means a plan view of the proposed development of a lot or lots of land 
showing buildings, walkways, driveways, parking areas, topography, landscape 
treatment and other features required to indicate the arrangement and operation 
of the proposed development. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(69)) 
 

17.08.790 Special permit. 

“Special permit” means a permit issued by the city council providing for a use 
other than a use by or as of right. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(66)) 
 

17.08.800 Stable. 

“Stable” means a building or lot housing one or more horses. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
2(B)(67)) 
 

17.08.810 Story. 

“Story” means that part of a building or structure between any floor and the floor or 
roof above, not less than the minimum vertical height required by the state 
Building Code (excluding steeples, penthouses and other projections used or 
intended to be used exclusively for utility services or access to the roof). (C.O. 85-
656 § 21) 
 

17.08.820 Street. 

“Street” means a public way which has been accepted for public use, an existing 
private way in use which has been accepted for public use, a way approved under 
the planning board subdivision regulations. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(70)) 
 

17.08.830 Streetline. 

“Streetline” means the outside limit of a street or way dividing it from the abutting 
lots. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(71)) 
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17.08.840 Structure. 

“Structure” means a combination of materials assembled at a fixed location 
requiring a permit to erect, place or construct, and includes, but is not limited to, 
buildings, stadiums, platforms, radio towers, sheds, storage bins, signs, swimming 
pools and fences. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(72)) 
 

17.08.850 Swimming pool. 

“Swimming pool” means a private or public facility, located above or below 
surrounding grade, exceeding one hundred feet of surface area, confining a filled 
or flooded body of water deeper than eighteen inches, as measured from the 
lowest point in the pool as vertical distance to the grade level or top of the pool. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(73)) 
 

17.08.860 Tenant. 

“Tenant” means a person who rents a room or rooms in a legal dwelling unit, and 
is provided with separate cooking and sanitation facilities. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
2(B)(75)) 
 

17.08.865 Towing operations and storage. 

“Towing operations and storage” means the operation and storage of tow trucks 
and towed vehicles either outdoors or within a building in which the principal use is 
the towing of vehicles including the storage. (C.O. 01-76 § 38, 2001) 
 

17.08.870 Trailer. 

“Trailer” means a vehicle without motive power, designed to be drawn by a motor 
vehicle and used for hauling or temporary living or office purposes and standing 
on wheels or rigid supports. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(76)) 
 

17.08.875 Training school for profit. 

“Training school for profit” means a private business that provides instruction in 
the use, design or maintenance of any automotive, mechanical or electrical device 
or provides instruction in the use, design or maintenance of any material that is 
classified by federal, state or local authorities as a hazardous substance or device, 
including firearms of all types. (C.O. 85-4B) 
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17.08.880 Usable open space. 

“Usable open space” means the part or parts of a lot or structure which are 
reserved for the use of the occupants of a building which is used wholly, or in part, 
for residential purposes. This space shall exclude parking areas, driveways and 
walkways, and shall be open and unobstructed to the sky. Trees, plantings, 
arbors, fences, flagpoles, sculpture, fountains, swimming pools and recreational 
and laundry-drying apparatus and similar objects shall not be considered 
obstructions. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(77)) 
 

17.08.890 Used. 

“Used” includes designed, intended, proposed, existing or arranged to be used. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(A)(6)) 
 

17.08.900 Variance. 

“Variance” means an authorization by the board of appeals to use property or 
locate a structure contrary to the terms of this title. A variance related to a 
particular parcel of land is specifically limited and is granted only when strict 
statutory requisites are satisfied. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(78)) 
 

17.08.901 Warehouse. 

“Warehouse” means a structure in the PDD1, PDD2, GB, CB, LI and IP districts by 
special permit and in the HB and TED districts by right for the storage of goods 
and materials, including the so-called “mini-storage” warehouse in which space is 
leased or rented to the public. (C.O. 88-530 § 1) 
 

17.08.905 Wholesale and product distribution activities. 

“Wholesale and product distribution activities” means the use of structures by 
special permit in the PDD2, PDD2, HB, TED, LI and IP districts for the storage of 
goods and materials for eventual distribution to retail outlets or further shipment. 
All materials judged by the building inspector to be hazardous materials shall not 
be stored and/or distributed in the highway business and industrial districts until all 
state and local permits for their storage and distribution have been issued and 
reviewed by all appropriate authorities. (C.O. 85-4A § 16(G)) 
 

17.08.910 Yard. 

“Yard” means an above-ground open space on the same lot with a building or 
building group lying between the front, rear, side wall of a building and the nearest 
lot line, unoccupied except for projections and the specific minor uses or 
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structures allowed in such open space under the provisions of this title. (C.O. 87-
661 § 14 (part); C.O. 85-656 § 9; C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(79)) 
 

17.08.920 Yard, front. 

“Front yard” means an open, unoccupied space extending the full width of the lot 
and situated between the street line and the nearest part of the building, excluding 
steps and porches that are not supported by the foundation of the building. (C.O. 
87-661 § 14 (part); C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(80)) 
 

17.08.930 Yard, rear. 

“Rear yard” means a yard extending across the full width of the lot and lying 
between the rear of the lot and the nearest part of the building excluding steps 
and/or landing, but not porches. (C.O. 87-661 § 14 (part); C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(81)) 
 

17.08.940 Yard, side. 

“Side yard” means a yard between the side line of the lot and the nearest part of a 
building and extending from the front yard to the rear yard or, in the absence of 
either, to the street or rear lot lines, as the case may be. (C.O. 87-661 § 14 (part); 
C.O. 83-3 § 17-2(B)(82)) 

 

Chapter 17.12 DISTRICTS AND MAP* 

*Note to Chapter 17.12 

* Editor’s Note: The maps referred to in this chapter are on file in the office of the city clerk. 
 
 

17.12.010 Districts designated. 

For the purpose of this title, the city is divided into the following zoning districts: 
 
Residence A district (RA), single-family dwellings; 
 
Residence A1 district (RA1), single-family dwellings; 
 
Residence B district (RB), single-family and two-family dwellings; 
 
Residence B1 district (RB1), single-family and two-family dwellings, eight thousand square  
feet, seventy-foot frontage; 
 
Residence C district (RC), apartment dwellings, fifty-foot height limit; 
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Residence C1 district (RC1), apartment dwellings, one-hundred-twenty-foot height limit; 
 
Residence C2 district (RC2), apartment dwellings, two-hundred-foot height limit; 
 
Residence C3 district (RC3), apartment dwellings, three-story and six dwelling unit limit; 
 
Planned development district 1 (PDD1); 
 
Planned development district 2 (PDD2), apartment, dwelling, two-hundred-foot height limit; 
 
Neighborhood business district (NB), neighborhood convenience business; 
 
General business district (GB), general business and professional offices; 
 
General business district (GB1), general business and professional offices; 
 
Central business district (CB), community commercial center; 
 
Highway business district (HB), highway commercial and regional business; 
 
Technology Enterprise District (TED), research and development, biotechnology, office park and 
hospitality; 
 
Limited industrial district (LI), less intensive industrial use; 
 
Industrial park district (IP), master-planned industrial development. (C.O. 01-76 § 1; C.O. 98-
293A § 1; C.O. 97-105 § 1 (part); C.O. 96-17 §§ 1--6; C.O. 87-661 § 1; C.O. 85-656 § 2; C.O. 85-
4A § 35; C.O. 83-3 § 17-4 (part)) 

 

 

17.12.020 Zoning map. 

The zoning districts outlined in Section 17.12.010 are detailed on a map entitled “Zoning Atlas 
Map, City of Revere,” dated February 28, 1983, with all boundary lines designated thereon, which 
map is declared to be part of the ordinance from which this title is derived, and the city engineer 
shall be responsible for its maintenance and any authorized amendments thereto. (C.O. 97-105 § 
52; C.O. 96-17 § 53; C.O. 92-291 § 1; C.O. 83-3 § 17-4(A)) 
 

17.12.030 Boundary uncertainties. 

The following guidelines shall exist where any uncertainty exists with respect to the boundary of 
any district as delineated on the zoning map: 
 
A. Boundary lines indicated as a highway, street, alley, railroad, watercourse or other body of 
water shall be construed to be the centerline or middle thereof. 
 
B. Boundary lines which approximate a city boundary are to be considered to be the limits of the 
city boundary.  
 
C. Where a boundary is shown approximately parallel to a street, railroad or utility, the  
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boundary shall be deemed parallel to the centerline thereof at a distance, in feet, indicated by the 
figure appearing between the boundary and the centerline. 
 
D. Where not indicated as above a district boundary shall be deemed to coincide with a property 
line, as such line existed at the time the ordinance from which this chapter derives or amendment 
thereto was adopted. 
 
E. Where the location of a boundary line is derived from the extension of a property line or street 
or utility centerline, the symbol “ext” appears next to the line. 
 
F. Where two district boundary lines intersect at a right angle the symbol ? appears in the angle. 
 
G. Where the location of a boundary line is uncertain the city engineer shall determine its position 
in accordance with the distance in feet from other lines as given or as measured from the scale of 
the map. 
 
H. Where the district boundary line divides a lot, the regulations applying to the portion of the lot 
in the less restrictive district (such as a business district) may be considered as extending not 
more than twenty-five feet into the more restricted portion (such as a residential district), but only 
if the lot has frontage on a street in the less restricted district (such as a business district). 
 
I. The boundaries of the one-hundred-year floodplain and the flood plain district are designated in 
the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMS) prepared for the city by the federal Flood Insurance 
Administration effective October 16, 1984, as amended. Land which lies within the flood plain 
district based on the scale of the FIRM, but which is above the base flood elevation specified on 
the FIRM, is exempt from the flood plain district requirements provided that a registered 
professional engineer or surveyor certified that the land lies above the relevant base flood 
elevation and the Revere conservation commission finds in a determination of applicability or 
Order of Conditions issued under the Wetlands Protection Act, General Laws Chapter 131, 
Section 40, that the land lies above said base flood elevation. The uses within the designated 
flood plain area shall be those uses indicated in Section 17.16.040 et seq. (C.O. 85-656 § 19; 
C.O. 83-3 § 17-4(B)) 

 
 

Chapter 17.16 USE REGULATIONS 

17.16.010 Conformance required--Key to table. 

No building, structure or land shall be used, constructed, erected, placed, altered or converted, in 
whole or in part, for any purpose or in any manner other than for one or more of the uses set forth 
in Section 17.16.040 et seq. as permitted by right, indicated by the word “yes,” or as permitted by 
special permit, indicated by the letters “SP.” The word “no” indicates the use is prohibited. (C.O. 
83-3 § 17-5(A)) 

 

17.16.020 Religious, educational, governmental uses. 

The use regulations of this title shall not prohibit, regulate or place unreasonable restrictions on 
the use of land, buildings or structures for religious purposes or for educational purposes on land 
owned or leased by the commonwealth, or any of its agencies, subdivisions or bodies politic, or 
by a religious sect or denomination or by a nonprofit educational corporation. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
5(B)(part)) 
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17.16.030 Uses not specifically mentioned. 

Uses not specifically permitted, or permitted by special permit, are prohibited. (C.O. 96-17 § 26) 
 

 



17.16.040 Generally--Table of uses.

Title 17 ZONING 

Chapter 17.16 USE REGULATIONS

17.16.040 Generally--Table of uses.

Uses of land, buildings and structures shall be regulated throughout the city as follows:

ZONING DISTRICT

USE RA RA1 RB RB1 RC RC1 RC2 RC3 PDD1 PDD2 NB GB GB1 CB HB TED LI IP

A. 
RESIDENTIAL 
USES:

Dwelling, single 
family

yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes no no yes yes no no no no yes no

Dwelling, two-
family

no no yes yes yes yes yes yes no no yes yes no no no no yes no

Dwelling, 
apartment

no no no no yes yes yes yes no no yes yes no sp no+ no sp no

Dwelling, 
townhouse

no no sp sp yes yes yes yes no no yes yes no sp no+ no sp no

Dwelling, 
duplex

no no no yes yes yes yes yes no no yes yes no no no no sp no

Lodging house 
or

roominghouse

no no no no sp sp sp sp no no sp sp no sp no no no no

Planned unit

development 
(PUD)

no no no no sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp no sp sp sp sp sp

http://municipalcodes.lexisnexis.com/codes/Revere/_DATA/TITLE17/index.html
http://municipalcodes.lexisnexis.com/codes/Revere/_DATA/TITLE17/Chapter_17_16__USE_REGULATIONS/index.html
http://municipalcodes.lexisnexis.com/codes/Revere/_DATA/TITLE17/Chapter_17_16__USE_REGULATIONS/17_16_040_Generally__Table_of_.html#1
http://municipalcodes.lexisnexis.com/codes/Revere/_DATA/TITLE17/Chapter_17_16__USE_REGULATIONS/17_16_040_Generally__Table_of_.html#2


B. 
INSTITUTIONAL 
(EXCEPTING 
PRISONS

AND UTILITY 
USES):

Religious 
facility

yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

Public or 
private lodge or 
club

no no- no no yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes no yes yes no no no

Day nursery yes* yes* yes* yes* yes* yes* yes* yes* yes* yes* yes* yes* yes* yes* yes* yes* yes* yes*

General 
hospital

yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

Nursing or 
convalescent 
home

sp sp sp sp yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes no yes yes no sp no

Public, private 
or non profit 
school

yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

Public library 
and museum

no no yes no yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

* refer to Section 17.16.080 for day nursery criteria

+ Except permitted on parcel that is part of a contiguous develop containing at least 10 acres. In the HB district, 
the off street parking requirement shall be 1.5 spaces per one bedroom unit, 1.75 spaces per two bedroom 
unit and 2 spaces per unit for three or more bedrooms.

** In the GB, RC1 and RC2 districts the off street parking requirement shall be 1.5 spaces per one bedroom unit, 
1.75 spaces per two bedroom unit and 2 spaces per unit for three or more bedrooms.

ZONING DISTRICT

USE RA RA1 RB RB1 RC RC1 RC2 RC3 PDD1 PDD2 NB GB GB1 CB HB TED LI IP

Telephone 
exchange, 
transformer 
station, sub-
station, gas 
regulator 
station

sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp yes yes yes sp yes yes yes yes yes



Microwave and 
telephone 
communications 
facilities

sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp yes sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp

Standing sign no no no no no no no no no no no sp no sp sp sp sp sp

Standing 
accessory sign

no no no no sp sp sp no yes yes sp yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

Standing 
accessory 
multi-use sign

no no no no no no no no no no no no no no sp sp sp sp

Pumping 
station

yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

U.S. post office sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

Bus or railroad 
station, 
including public 
transit

sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp yes sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp

Parking lot no no no no yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

Parking 
structure

no no no no yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes no yes yes yes yes yes

Private parking 
lot structure

no no sp no yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

Commercial 
parking 
lot/structure

no no no no no no no no sp sp no no no sp no sp no no

Commercial 
auto 
storage/parking

no no no no no no no no sp sp no no no no no sp no no

Independent 
elderly housing

no no no no sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp no sp sp no sp no

ZONING DISTRICT

USE RA RA1 RB RB1 RC RC1 RC2 RC3 PDD1 PDD2 NB GB GB1 CB HB TED LI IP

Congregate 
care elderly 
housing

no no no no sp sp sp sp no sp sp sp no sp sp no sp no

C. OFFICE OR 
LABORATORY 
USES:



General office 
use or building

no no no no yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

Laboratory 
and/or research 
facilities

no no no no no no no no sp sp no sp no sp sp yes sp sp

D. BUSINESS 
USES AND 
CONSUMER 
SERVICES:

Automotive/truck 
rental office 
and storage

no no no no no no no no sp no no no no no no sp no no

Bank and 
financial 
institution

no no no no yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes no sp

Body art 
establishment

no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no sp no no

Training school 
for profit

no no no no sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp

Funeral home no no sp sp sp sp sp sp no sp sp sp sp sp sp no no no

Commercial 
garage 

Special garage

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

no

sp

no

no

no

no

no

sp

sp

sp

sp

no

no

sp

no

Car wash no no no no no no no no no no no sp no no sp sp no no

Automotive 
sales/leasing:

Class I no no no no no no no no sp no no no no no yes yes no no

Class II no no no no no no no no sp no no no no no sp yes no no

Class III no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no sp no no

Retail 
greenhouse

no no no no no yes yes yes no yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

Flea market no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no sp

Motel no no no no no no no no sp no no no no no sp no sp sp

Hotel no no no no no yes yes no sp sp no no no no yes yes sp sp

Medical and 
dental office

no no sp sp yes yes yes yes yes yes sp yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

Professional 
office

sp sp sp sp yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

Professional 
office park

no no sp no sp sp sp sp sp yes sp sp sp sp sp yes sp sp



Recreation, 
gainful 
business

no no no no no no sp no sp sp no sp no sp sp sp no sp

Fast-
food/take-
out/drive-in 
restaurant**

no no no no no no no no sp sp no sp no sp yes sp no no

Restaurant no no no no sp sp yes no yes yes yes yes sp yes yes sp no sp

General 
retail sales 
and service

no no no no no sp yes yes yes yes* no yes sp yes yes yes* no sp

Neighborhood 
retail sales 
and service

no no no no no no no no yes no yes yes sp yes yes sp sp sp

Theater, 
meeting hall

no no no no sp sp sp sp yes yes no yes no yes yes no no yes

Racetrack 
(including the 
track, 
grounds, 
kennels, 
stables, 
bleachers, 
auditorium 
and adjacent 
places used 
in connection 
with dog and 
horse racing) no no no no no no no no yes yes no no no no no no no no

Gaming 
facility

no no no no no no no no sp sp no no no no no no no no

Sports and 
athletic 
facilities 
(including 
stadium, 
arena, rink, 
court, field or 
other sports 
or athletic 
structure or 
facility) no no no no no no no no yes no no no no no no yes no no

* No more than ten percent of the floor area of the building(s) within the PDD2 district and any TED district parcel 
may be used for general retail 
sales and service unless a special permit is obtained from the city council.

** Fast-food/take-out/drive-in restaurant may be allowed in the PDD1 district as of right as incident to or accessory to 
a principal commercial use.



ZONING DISTRICT

USE RA RA1 RB RB1 RC RC1 RC2 RC3 PDD1 PDD2 NB GB GB1 CB HB TED LI IP

Convention center no no no no no no no no yes no no no no no no sp no sp

Adult entertainment 
establishments, adult 
bookstore, adult 
video store, adult 
motion picture 
theatre and 
advertisement signs no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no sp no no

E. INDUSTRIAL 
USES:

Building construction 
and contracting 
storage yard or 
facility no no no no no no no no no sp no no no no sp sp sp sp

General manufacture 
and repair no no no no no no no no sp no no no no no no yes sp sp

Marina, recreational no no no no sp sp sp no no no no no no no yes yes yes no

Marina, with repair 
facilities no no no no no no no no no no no no no no yes yes yes no

Recycling 
center/operations/drop 
off no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no sp no no

Towing operations 
and storage no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no sp no no

Warehouse no no no no no no no no sp sp no sp no sp sp yes sp sp

Wholesale and 
product distribution 
activities no no no no no no no no sp sp no no no no sp sp sp sp

F. OTHER USES:

Fill and excavation sp sp sp sp sp sp sp sp no sp sp sp no sp sp+ sp sp sp

G. PROHIBITED 
USES:

Incinerator no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no

Transfer 
station/landfill no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no no

(C.O. 01-259 § 2; C.O. 01-261 § 1 and 3; C.O. 01-489 § 1, 3 and 7; C.O. 01-93 § 1; C.O. 01-
76 § 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 33, 34, 35, 39, 40 and 42; C.O. 99-92 § 2; C.O. 97-467 § 2; 



C.O. 97-105 § 3; C.O. 96-17 §§ 7--25, 27 and 28; C.O. 94-335 § 1; C.O. 93-504 § 1; C.O. 93-
30 § 1; C.O. 91-253 § 4; C.O. 91-62 § 2 (part); C.O. 91-23 § 1; C.O. 90-237 §§ 2, 5; C.O. 90-
37D (part); C.O. 88-49 §§ 3, 7 (part), 20; C.O. 88-20 § 3; C.O. 87-661 § 2; C.O. 85-4A §§ 
16(D)(part)), (F), 36 (part); C.O. 83-508A §§ 2 (part), 9; C.O. 83-3 (part); C.O. 83-3 § 17-
5(C)(part), (1)--(6))*

* Editor’s Note: There are two Council Orders numbered 83-3.

+ Except permitted on parcels containing at least ten acres and for which the city council has approved a land 
reclamation agreement.



B. The requirements set out in this section are not applicable to elderly housing that has 
been approved by the city council prior to the date of adoption of the ordinance from which 
this title is derived. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(C)(6))  
 

17.28.090 Backing onto street or way. 

Other than for structures containing two or less dwelling units, no parking space shall be 
so located where a vehicle parked in space must back out into a street or way. (C.O. 83-3 
§ 17-7(C)(7)) 

17.28.100 Commercial vehicles in residential areas. 

No more than one commercial vehicle not exceeding one ton carrying capacity shall be 
parked outdoors overnight, holidays or on Sunday in conjunction with residential 
properties. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(C)(8)) 
 

17.28.110 Grades. 

No unenclosed parking area shall have a grade in any direction of more than eight 
percent. When in the opinion of the building inspector parking spaces are provided in a 
manner that will cause problems of erosion or drainage to neighboring properties, the 
building inspector shall have the authority to require a retaining wall or drainage facilities to 
ensure no undue damage occurs to neighboring properties. (C.O. 85-656 § 12; C.O. 83-3 
§ 17-7(C)(9)) 

17.28.120 Fractional requirements. 

When the units of measurement determining numbers of required parking spaces result in 
a fractional space, any fraction of one-half or more shall require one parking space, and 
any fraction less than one-half shall be disregarded. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(C) (10)) 
 

17.28.130 Seating count for requirement calculation. 

Where seating consists of benches or pews each twenty-four inches shall be considered 
one seat. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(C)(11)) 
 

17.28.140 Multi-use lots. 

Lots containing more than one principal use shall provide parking in the amount equal to 
the sum of the requirement for the various individual uses. This provision shall not apply to 
hotel or professional office uses in the TED, HB, IP, RC1 and RC2 districts. (C.O. 01-76 § 
47; C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(C)(12)) 
 
 
 
 



17.28.145 Stacking lane. 

Stacking lanes for all drive-up windows shall be a minimum of two hundred feet in length. 
In no such instance shall a lane designated for stacking intrude onto the on-site parking 
circulation lane. (C.O. 01-489 § 5, 2001) 
 

17.28.150 Dimension of areas. 

All loading areas shall have the following minimum dimensions: 
 
A. Loading bays shall measure on the ground fourteen feet wide by fifty-five feet long by 
fourteen feet clear vertical height. 
 
B. Loading spaces shall measure on the ground ten feet wide by twenty-four feet long by 
eight feet clear vertical height. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(D)(part), (1, 2)) 
 

17.28.160 Location in front yard. 

No loading bay or space shall be located within the front yard. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(D)(3)) 
 

17.28.170 Lighting. 

Lights used to illuminate loading areas shall be arranged to reflect light away from 
adjoining residential areas and away from all ways or streets. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(D)(4)) 
 

17.28.180 Access. 

Access to each structure for purposes of loading and service shall be provided in such 
manner as to eliminate conflict with pedestrian or vehicular traffic. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(D)(5)) 
 

17.28.190 Number of loading bays. 

The following loading bay requirements shall be required for the uses so indicated on the 
table of off-street parking and loading regulations, Section 17.28.020: 
 
A. One per each establishment of less than twenty-five thousand square feet; 
 
B. Two per each establishment from twenty-five thousand to seventy-five thousand square 
feet of floor space; 
 
C. Three per each establishment from seventy-five thousand to one hundred fifty thousand 
square feet of floor space; 
 
D. Four per each establishment from one hundred fifty thousand to two hundred fifty 
thousand square feet of floor space; 



E. One additional per each establishment for each additional one hundred thousand 
square feet of floor space beyond two hundred fifty thousand square feet. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
7(D)(6)) 

 

17.28.200 Railroad sidings. 

Loading on railroad sidings may be substituted at a ratio of one freight car length for each 
required loading bay. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(D)(7)) 
 

17.28.210 Multi-use lots. 

Lots containing more than one principal use shall provide off-street loading in the amount 
equal to the sum of the requirements for various individual uses.(C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(D)(8)) 
 

17.28.220 Dumpster pads. 

All multifamily buildings shall provide one paved area measuring ten feet by eleven feet for 
each thirty-five dwelling units or fraction thereof for use by a dumpster, unless other 
provisions for the disposal of refuse are documented at the time the building permit is 
issued. Adequate access must be provided for servicing. Dumpsters shall not be permitted 
in front yard areas nor within ten feet of any property line, and shall be visually screened. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(D)(9)) 
 

Chapter 17.32 SCREENING 

17.32.005 Purposes. 

This chapter is designed to accomplish the following objectives: 
 
A. To provide a suitable boundary or buffer between residential uses and districts and 
nearby nonresidential uses; 
 
B. To separate different and otherwise incompatible land uses from each other in order to 
partially or completely reduce potential nuisances such as dirt, dust, litter, noise, glare from 
motor vehicle headlights, intrusion from artificial light (including ambient glare), or view of 
signs, unsightly buildings or parking lots; 
 
C. To provide visual relief to parking lots and protection from wind in open areas; 
 
D. To preserve or improve the visual and environmental character of Revere, as generally 
viewed from residential or publicly accessible locations; and 
 
E. To offer property owners protection against di-minution of property values due to 
adjacent nonresidential use. (C.O. 96-17 § 48) 
 

 



17.32.010 Applicability. 

The requirements of this chapter shall apply to: 
 
A. Any nonresidential use which adjoins or abuts any residential use or district; 
 
B. Any nonresidential use which adjoins or abuts any educational use; 
 
C. Any multifamily parking facility which adjoins or abuts any residential use or district; 
 
D. Any nonresidential or multifamily area used for loading; 
 
E. Any nonresidential or multifamily area used for open or semienclosed storage. (C.O. 96-
17 § 49) 

 

17.32.020 Requirements. 

The property line(s) separating residential uses or districts shall be screened from the uses 
specified in Section 17.32.010 by means of vegetation, plantings or fencing, to be provided 
and maintained by the owner of the property used for nonresidential or multifamily 
purposes. (C.O. 96-17 § 50) 
 

17.32.025 Coordination with site plan approval. 

The building inspector shall not approve a site plan unless he or she has determined that 
the application complies in all respects with the requirements of this chapter. The specific 
requirements set forth in Section 17.17.070(B) shall be deemed satisfied only when in 
compliance with this chapter. (C.O. 96-17 § 51) 
 

17.32.030 Planting and construction. 

The required screening area shall not be devoted for any other use or purpose and shall 
be planted and/or constructed in accordance with plans on file with the building inspector 
entitled, “Suggested Plan and Material Plan for Screen Planting” incorporated as part of 
this title. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-7 (E)(3)) 
 

17.32.040 Width--Nonresidential uses. 

Screening areas between nonresidential uses and residential uses or educational uses 
shall be at least ten feet wide. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(E)(4)) 
 

17.32.050 Width--Multifamily parking. 

Screening areas between unenclosed multifamily off-street parking facilities and other 
residential uses or educational uses shall be at least six feet in width. (C.O. 85-656 § 15; 
C.O. 83-3 § 17-7(E)(5)) 



 

17.32.060 Width--PDD2 district. 

Any commercial/residential use in a PDD2 district which adjoins or abuts residential uses, 
residential neighborhoods or educational uses, which uses or neighborhoods are located 
in an RB, RC, or HB district, shall be screened along the property line adjoining such RB, 
RC, or HB district by a screening area of not less than fifty feet in width. Screening areas 
in a PDD2 district shall be determined to be included with any area designated as usable 
open space under 17.24.010. (C.O. 97-105 §§ 45, 46; C.O. 87-661 § 16) 
 

17.32.070 Maintenance. 

The owner of the property used for nonresidential or multifamily purposes shall be 
responsible for the maintenance, repair and replacement of all landscaping materials 
installed in accordance with this chapter. All plant materials required by this chapter shall 
be maintained in a healthful condition. Dead limbs, refuse and debris shall be promptly 
removed. Bark mulch and nonplant ground surface materials shall be maintained so as to 
control weed growth. Dead plantings shall be replaced with new live plantings at the 
earliest appropriate season. Fences or walls shall be maintained in good repair and 
presentable appearance, or replaced. (C.O. 96-17 § 52) 
 

Chapter 17.36 SIGN CONTROL 

17.36.010 Intent--Other provisions supplemented. 

This chapter is for the regulation and restriction of billboards, signs and other advertising 
devices in order to enhance the visual environment and safety, convenience and welfare 
of the residents of this city. It is in addition to requirements set forth in Chapter 15.08 of 
this revision. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-8(A)) 
 

17.36.020 Permit required. 

No sign, except a “for sale” or “for lease” sign, shall be erected, altered or enlarged until an 
application on the appropriate form, furnished by the building inspector, containing such 
information as the building inspector may require and a sign permit for such erection, 
alteration or enlargement has been issued by the building inspector. Such permit shall be 
issued only if the building inspector determines that the sign complies or will comply with 
all applicable provisions of both this title and the State Building Code, Article 14. (C.O. 83-
3 § 17-8(B)) 
 

17.36.030 Animated parts and flashing lights. 

No sign in any residential district shall contain any moving, flashing or animated lights, or 
visible moving or movable parts. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-8(C)) 
 



17.36.040 Standing signs. 

“Standing signs” means any sign (not including signs that are strictly accessory in nature, 
as defined by this title) affixed to poles, frames, or such supporting devices, including all 
billboards. (C.O. 83-508A § 1) 
 

17.36.041 Standing accessory signs. 

A. Standing signs that are strictly accessory in nature are allowed in the general business, 
central business, highway business and general and limited industrial districts and IP, 
PDD1 and PDD2 districts. 
 
B. Standing signs that are strictly accessory in nature are allowed by special permit (see 
Section 17.16.251) in residential RC, RC1, RC2 and NB districts. 
 
C. Standing signs that are accessory in nature are prohibited in residential RA, RA1, RB, 
RB1 and RC3 districts. (C.O. 97-105 § 47; C.O. 85-4A § 36 (part); C.O. 83-508A § 2 
(part)) 
 

17.36.042 Requirement for standing accessory sign. 

A. Standing signs that are allowed as of right or special permit shall be affixed to the 
ground, and in no instance shall they be allowed on or on top of a building. Further, 
standing signs that are allowed by right or special permit may only be located on the lot or 
lots where the business use advertised by the standing accessory sign is located; and in 
all instances, the standing accessory sign shall be placed at the furthest point away from 
any directly abutting residential lots, consistent with all other regulations required by this 
title. Residential lots across the street from the area in question shall not be construed as 
an abutting residential lot. 
 
B. Standing accessory signs shall conform to the following dimensional criteria. (See 
Section 17.16.251 for the dimensional controls relating to standing accessory signs 
allowed by special permit in the residential RC, RC1, RC2 and NB districts): 
 
1. All portions of a standing accessory sign shall be at least five feet from any public 
walkway, and where none exists, at least ten feet from any public roadway. 
 
2. The topmost height of any accessory sign in the general business and central business 
districts shall not exceed thirty feet, and shall have a clearance from ground level of at 
least nine feet. 
 
3. The area of the standing accessory sign, whether permitted as of right or special permit 
shall not exceed twenty-five percent of the area of a building wall where an attached 
accessory sign would be or is placed. 
 
4. In cases where this is unclear, the twenty-five-percent area shall be determined by the 
facade that bears the legal address of the building in question. 
 
5. Standing accessory signs are allowed in addition to attached accessory signs providing 
that they can meet all the criteria set forth in this title. (C.O. 97-105 § 48; C.O. 83-508A § 2 
(part)) 
 



17.36.043 Requirements for standing accessory multiuse signs. 

A. Standing accessory multiuse signs, that are allowed by special permit in the HB, TED, 
LI and IP districts, shall be affixed to the ground, and in no instance shall they be allowed 
on or on top of a building. Further, standing accessory multiuse signs allowed by special 
permit may only be located on the lot or lots where the business advertised by the 
accessory sign is located and in all instances, the standing accessory multiuse sign shall 
be placed at the furthest point away from any directly abutting RA, RA1, RB or RB1 zoned 
lots, consistent with all other regulations required by this title. RA, RA1, RB and RB1 lots 
across the street from the area in question shall not be constructed as an abutting lot. 
(C.O. 97-105 § 49; C.O. 91-253 § 2) 
 

17.36.050 Accessory signs in residential districts. 

In an area zoned as a residence district, no accessory sign shall be erected or maintained 
except as follows: 
 
A. One sign displaying the street number and/or name of the occupant of the premises not 
exceeding one square foot in area. Such a sign may include identification of an accessory 
professional office or other accessory use permitted in a residence district; 
 
B. Two “for sale” or “for rent (or lease)” signs not exceeding a total of two square feet in 
area and advertising only the premises on which it is located; 
 
C. One contractor’s sign, not exceeding twelve square feet in area, maintained on the 
premises while construction is in process and containing information relevant to the 
project. Such sign shall be removed promptly after the issuance of an occupancy permit; 
 
D. One identification sign, not exceeding twelve square feet in area, at any public entrance 
to a subdivision or multifamily development; 
 
E. One bulletin or announcement board, identification sign or entrance marker for each 
public entrance to the premises upon which a church, synagogue or institution is located, 
not exceeding twelve square feet in area, and there shall be not more than three such 
signs for each church, synagogue or institution. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-8(E)) 
 

17.36.060 Accessory signs in business and industrial districts. 

Accessory signs in all business and industrial districts shall comply with the following 
requirements: 
 
A. Attached signs: 
 
1. The sign shall be firmly affixed to a building. 
 
2. The sign shall not project beyond the face of any wall of the building, or above the top of 
the wall to which it is attached or be located on the roof of any building. 
 
3. The sign shall not project more than twelve inches, in the case of a sign parallel with the 
wall, or five feet in the case of a sign projecting perpendicular from the wall, from the face 
of the wall to which is attached. 
 



4. Perpendicular signs shall have a clearance from ground level of at least nine feet.  
 
B. Size: The area of the sign or signs shall not exceed fifteen percent of the area of the 
wall on which the sign is located. 
 
C. Number: There shall be not more than two exterior signs for each business 
establishment except that if there is more than one public entrance to any such business 
establishment, there may be one additional secondary sign for each such entrance; 
provided, that the aggregate area of all such secondary signs shall not exceed six square 
feet. 
 
D. Building directories: In addition to the sign or signs provided for elsewhere in this 
section, one directory of the business establishments occupying a building may be affixed 
to the exterior wall of the building at each public entrance to the building. Such directory 
shall not exceed an area determined on the basis of one square foot for each 
establishment occupying the building. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-8(F)) 
 

17.36.070 Window signs. 

Signs painted or placed on the inside of the glass of a window shall be permitted, provided 
that the aggregate area of such signs does not exceed thirty-five percent of the area of the 
window glass. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-8(G)) 
 

17.36.080 Temporary signs. 

Temporary signs which comply with this title shall be permitted. Before a temporary sign, 
other than a temporary sign placed in a window, shall be erected or displayed, there shall 
be deposited with the building inspector the sum listed in Table I of this revision for each 
sign. In the event of failure to remove the sign within the period prescribed, the building 
inspector shall apply the deposit towards the cost of removing the sign. Temporary signs 
which do not comply with this title may be authorized by the building inspector for public or 
charitable purposes. (C.O. 83-52 § 75 (part); C.O. 83-3 § 17-8(H)(part)) 
 

17.36.090 Traffic-direction and parking signs. 

The provisions of Section 17.36.060 shall not apply to any sign limited solely to direction of 
traffic within or setting out restrictions on the use of parking areas and not exceeding four 
square feet in area. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-8(I)) 
 

17.36.100 Existing nonconforming accessory signs. 

Accessory signs legally erected before the adoption of the ordinance from which this title 
derives which do not conform to the provisions of this title may continue to be maintained, 
so long as they conform to Section 17.24.140. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-8(J)) 
 

 



Chapter 17.40 NONCONFORMING USES AND STRUCTURES 

17.40.010 Applicability. 

This zoning chapter shall not apply to structures or uses lawfully in existence or lawfully 
begun, or to a building or special permit issued before the first publication of notice of the 
public hearing required by G.L. c. 40A, § 5 at which this zoning chapter, or any relevant 
part thereof, was adopted. Such prior, lawfully existing nonconforming uses and structures 
may continue, provided that no modification of the use or structure is accomplished, or 
unless authorized hereunder. (C.O. 96-17 § 39 (part)) 
 

17.40.020 Modification of nonconforming uses. 

Upon the issuance of a special permit from the city council, nonconforming uses may be 
modified as follows: 
 
A. Change or substantial extension of the use; 
 
B. Change from one nonconforming use to another, less detrimental, nonconforming use. 
The city council may award a special permit only if it determines that such change or 
extension shall not be substantially more detrimental than the existing nonconforming use 
to the neighborhood. (C.O. 96-17 § 39 (part)) 
 

17.40.030 Modification of nonconforming structures. 

Upon the issuance of a special permit from the city council, nonconforming structures 
(excluding single- and two-family residential structures) may be modified as follows: 
 
A. Reconstructed, extended or structurally changed; 
 
B. Altered to provide for a substantially different purpose or for the same purpose in a 
substantially different manner or to a substantially greater extent. 
The city council may award a special permit only if it determines that such reconstruction, 
extension, alteration or change shall not be substantially more detrimental than the 
existing nonconforming structure to the neighborhood. The reconstruction, extension or 
structural change of a nonconforming structure in such a manner as to increase an 
existing nonconformity, or create a new nonconformity, including the extension of an 
exterior wall at or along the same nonconforming distance within a required yard, shall 
require the issuance of a variance from the board of appeals. (C.O. 96-17 § 39 (part)) 
 

17.40.040 Modification of nonconforming single- and two-family residential 
structures. 

Nonconforming single- and two-family residential structures may be reconstructed, 
extended, altered or structurally changed: (a) upon a determination by the building 
inspector that such proposed reconstruction, extension, alteration or change does not 
increase the nonconforming nature of said structure; and (b) the issuance of a building 
permit, where applicable. In the event that the building inspector determines that the 
nonconforming nature of such structure would be increased by the proposed 
reconstruction, extension, alteration or change, the board of appeals may, by special 



permit, allow such reconstruction, extension, alteration or change where it determines that 
the proposed modification will not be substantially more detrimental than the existing 
nonconforming structure to the neighborhood. (C.O. 96-17 § 39 (part)) 
 

17.40.050 Abandonment or non-use. 

A nonconforming use or structure which has been abandoned, or not used for a period of 
two years, shall lose its protected status and be subject to all of the provisions of this 
zoning chapter. (C.O. 96-17 § 39 (part)) 
 

17.40.060 Reversion to nonconformity. 

No nonconforming use shall, if changed to a conforming use, revert back to a 
nonconforming use. (C.O. 96-17 § 39 (part)) 
 

17.40.070 Reduction of lots. 

Nonconforming lots shall not be further reduced in size except through the exercise of 
eminent domain after the date from which this title derives. (C.O. 96-17 § 39 (part)) 
 

Chapter 17.44 HOME OCCUPATIONS 

17.44.010 Where permitted. 

Home occupations shall be permitted in any dwelling unit which is the bona fide residence 
of the principal practitioner or in an accessory building thereto, subject to the provisions set 
out in this chapter. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-9(B)(1)) 
 

17.44.020 Permitted occupations. 

Home occupations shall be limited to the following and similar uses: 
 
A. Artists, sculptors and photographers; 
 
B. Authors and composers; 
 
C. Dressmakers, seamstresses and tailors; 
 
D. Family day care or babysitting for not more than four children at a time; 
 
E. Telephone soliciting and mailing services; 
 
F. Home crafts such as model making, rug weaving, jewelry making and woodworking; 
 
G. Office facility of a salesperson, sales representative or manufacturer’s representative, 
provided that no retail or wholesale transactions are made on the premises, other than by 
telephone; 



H. Office facility of an architect, broker, dentist, physician, engineer, insurance agent, land 
surveyor, lawyer, musician or real estate agent; 
 
I. School of special education or tutored whose class size does not exceed four pupils at 
any given time. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-9(B)) 
 

17.44.030 Prohibited occupations. 

Occupations which are specifically prohibited include the following and similar uses: 
 
A. Repair and painting of automobiles, trailers, boats or other vehicles; 
 
B. Barbershop; 
 
C. Restaurant; 
 
D. Stable or kennel; 
 
E. Letting of rooms or lodging. (C.O. 84-192B § 2; C.O. 83-3 § 17-9(B)(3)) 
 

17.44.040 Subordination to residential use--Floor area--Building or structural 
alteration. 

Any home occupation shall be strictly incidental and subordinate to its use for residential 
purposes and shall be restricted to not more than twenty-five percent of the gross floor 
area. No building or structure shall be erected, structurally altered or enlarged to 
accommodate a home occupation. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-9(B)(4)) 
 

17.44.050 Employees. 

No more than one person other than a member of the immediate family shall be employed 
in the home occupation. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-9(B)(5)) 
 

17.44.060 Residential character--Appearance. 

The appearance of the site or building in which the home occupation is conducted shall not 
be altered in a manner which would change the residential character of the premises, 
either by the use of colors, patterns, materials, construction, signs or lighting. This shall 
include the banning of any open storage of motor vehicles. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-9(B)(6)) 
 

17.44.070 Traffic--Parking. 

No home occupation shall generate traffic volumes greater than would normally be 
expected in a residential neighborhood, and any need for parking generated by the 
occupation shall be provided on the site. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-9(B)(7)) 

 



17.44.080 Nuisance effects. 

No home occupation shall generate any noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odors or electrical 
interference beyond that which could be normally expected from a residential use. (C.O. 
83-3 § 17-9(B)(8)) 
 

Chapter 17.46 FLOOD PLAIN DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

17.46.001 Statement of purpose. 

The purposes of the floodplain district are to: 
 
A. Ensure public safety through reducing the threats to life and personal injury; 
 
B. Eliminate new hazards to emergency response officials; 
 
C. Prevent the occurrence of public emergencies resulting from water quality, 
contamination, and pollution due to flooding; 
 
D. Avoid the loss of utility services if which damaged by flooding would disrupt or shut 
down the utility network and impact regions of the community beyond the site of flooding; 
 
E. Eliminate costs associated with the response and cleanup of flooding conditions; 
 
F. Reduce damage to public and private property resulting from flooding waters. (C.O. 00-
574 § 1, 2000) 
 

17.46.010 Flood plain district. 

The flood plain district is established as an overlay district. The underlying permitted uses 
are allowed, provided they meet the following additional requirements, as well as those of 
the Massachusetts State Building Code dealing with construction in flood plains and 
coastal high hazard areas. The flood plain district includes all special flood hazard areas 
designated as Zones A, A0, A1-30 and VI-30 on the city Flood Insurance Rate Map 
(FIRM), effective October 16, 1984, as amended, on file with the city clerk, city planner, 
building inspector, city engineer and conservation commission. These maps as well as the 
accompanying Flood Insurance Study are incorporated herein by reference. Land which 
lies within the flood plain district based on the scale of the FIRM, but which is above the 
base flood elevation specified on the FIRM, is exempt from the flood plain district 
requirements provided that a registered professional engineer or surveyor certifies that the 
land lies above the relevant base flood elevation and the Revere conservation commission 
finds in a determination of applicability or order of conditions issued under the Wetlands 
Protection Act, General Laws, Chapter 131, Section 40, that the land lies above said base 
flood elevation. (C.O. 85-656 § 20) 
 

17.46.020 Development regulations in Zone V1-30. 

Located within the flood plain district are areas designated as coastal high hazard areas 
(Zone V). Since these areas are extremely hazardous due to the high velocity waters from 
tidal surges and hurricane wave wash, the following provisions shall apply: 



A. All new construction shall be located landward of the reach of mean high tide. 
 
B. All new construction must be elevated and secured to adequately anchored pilings and 
columns so that the lowest portion of the structural members of the lowest floor (excluding 
pilings or columns) is elevated to or above the base flood level specified on the city’s Flood 
Insurance Rate Map and is certified by a registered professional engineer that the 
structure is secured to adequately anchored pilings or columns in order to withstand high 
velocity waters and hurricane wave wash. 
 
C. All new construction must have space below the lowest floor free of obstruction and 
constructed with breakaway walls intended to collapse under stress without jeopardizing 
the structural support of the structure. 
 
D. The alteration of sand dunes which would increase potential flood damage is prohibited. 
(C.O. 84-507 § 1 (part)) 
 

17.46.030 Development regulations in Zone A1-30. 

Located within the flood plain district are areas designated as one-hundred-year flood 
areas (Zone A1-30) where base flood elevations and flood hazard factors have been 
determined. Within these areas the following provision shall apply: All new construction 
must have the lowest floor (including basement but excluding floor levels of a building 
exclusively used for the parking of vehicles (i.e. garage), limited storage or building access 
(i.e. stairs, elevator shafts)) elevated to or above the base flood level specified on the city’s 
Flood Insurance Rate Map. (C.O. 85-656 § 16; C.O. 84-507 § 1 (part)) 
 

17.46.040 Development regulations in Zone A0. 

Located within the flood plain district are areas designated as one-hundred-year shallow 
flooding areas (Zone A0) where depths of flooding are between one and three feet, and 
average depths of inundation are shown, but no flood hazard factors have been 
determined. Within these areas the following provision shall apply: All new construction 
must have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated above the depth number 
specified on the city’s Flood Insurance Rate Map. The depth number shall refer to how 
high, in feet, the structure’s lowest floor (including basement or cellar) must be elevated 
above the highest grade directly adjacent to the structure. (C.O. 00-574 § 5, 6, 2000; C.O. 
84-507 § 1 (part)) 
 

17.46.050 Development regulations in Zone A. 

Located within the flood plain district are areas designated as one-hundred-year flood 
areas (Zone A) where base flood elevations and flood hazard factors have not been 
determined. Within these areas the following provision shall apply: Within Zone A, where 
the base flood elevation is not provided on the city’s Flood Insurance Rate Map, the 
applicant shall obtain any existing base flood elevation data and it shall be reviewed by the 
city engineer for its reasonable utilization toward meeting the elevation or floodproofing 
requirements, as appropriate, of the state building code. Further, the Wetlands Protection 
Act may require engineering studies to be performed in order to determine base flood 
elevations in unnumbered A zones(C.O. 00-574 § 7, 2000; C.O. 84-507 § 1 (part)) 
 



17.46.060 Development regulations in the floodway. 

In the floodway, designated on the city’s Flood Boundary and Floodway Map, the following 
provisions shall apply: 
 
A. All encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial improvements to existing 
structures, and other developments are prohibited unless certification by a registered 
professional engineer is provided by the applicant demonstrating that such encroachment 
shall not result in any increase in flood levels during the occurrence of the one-hundred-
year flood. 
 
B. Any encroachment meeting the above standard shall comply with the flood plain 
requirements of the state building code. (C.O. 84-507 § 1 (part)) 
 

17.46.070 Base flood elevation and floodway data. 

A. Floodway Data. In Zone A, A1-30 and AE, along water courses that have not had a 
regulatory floodway designated, the best available federal, state, local or other floodway 
data shall be used to prohibit encroachments in floodways which would result in any 
increase in flood levels within the community during the occurrence of the base flood 
discharge. 
 
B. Base Flood Elevation Data. Base flood elevation data is required for subdivision 
proposals or other developments greater than fifty lots or five acres, whichever is the 
lesser, within unnumbered A zones. (C.O. 00-574 § 2, 2000) 
 

17.46.080 Notification of watercourse alteration. 

In a riverine situation, any alteration or relocation of a watercourse shall require the 
following to be notified: 
 
Adjacent Communities 
NFIP State Coordinator  
Massachusetts Office of Water Resources  
100 Cambridge Street 
Boston, MA. 02202 
 
NFIP Program Specialist 
Fema Relgion I, Rm 462 
JW McCormick Post Office and Courthouse 
Boston, MA. 02109 
(C.O. 00-574 § 3, 2000) 
 

17.46.090 Reference to existing regulations. 

The flood plain district is established as an overlay district to all other districts. All 
development in the district, including structural and nonstructural activities, whether 
permitted by right or special permit must be in compliance with Chapter 131, Section 40 of 
the Massachusetts General Laws and with the following: 
 



A. Section of the Massachusetts State Building Code which addresses flood plain and 
coastal high hazard areas (currently 780 CMR 3107.0 “Flood Resistant Construction”); 
 
B. Wetlands Protection Regulations, Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
(currently 310 CMR 10.00); 
 
C. Inland Wetlands Restriction, DEP (currently 302 CMR 6.00); 
 
D. Coastal Wetlands Restrictions, DEP (currently 302 CMR 4.00); 
 
E. Minimum Requirements for the Subsurface Disposal of Sanitary Sewage, DEP 
(currently 310 CMR 15, Title 5); 
Any variances from the provisions and requirements of the above referenced state 
regulations may only be granted in accordance with the required variance procedures of 
these state regulations. (C.O. 00-574 § 4, 2000) 
 

Chapter 17.47 COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND 

17.47.010 Payments. 

In cases where the city council or board of appeals, with the exclusion of single and two-
family dwellings, grants a special permit or variance resulting in an increase in intensity of 
use, said body shall require the applicant to make a payment into a community 
improvement trust fund only for that portion of the new structure or structures which 
exceed either the number of units, FAR, height or maximum building coverage allowed by 
right within the district in which they are located. Payments shall be made in the 
community improvement trust fund in two equal installments up to a sum equal to three 
percent of the total construction cost as determined by the city council beyond what 
percent of construction is allowed by right; the first installment shall be made at the time of 
the granting of a building permit, and shall be a prerequisite condition to the issuance of 
the building permit; the second installment shall be made upon receipt of a temporary or 
permanent occupancy permit for any or all portions of the project and shall be a 
prerequisite. The applicant at any time may make a lump sum payment of the entire 
required contribution, if he or she so desires. The construction costs shall be determined 
by the site plan review committee and shall be approved by the city council. In determining 
the construction costs, the site plan review committee shall use the median square foot 
construction costs of an appropriate building category as noted in the most current Means 
Construction Cost Guide published by the Means Company of Kingston, Massachusetts. 
(C.O. 98-293A § 12; C.O. 91-23 § 8 (part)) 
 

17.47.020 Administration. 

The community improvement trust fund shall be established in the city treasury and shall 
be kept separate and apart from other moneys by the city treasurer. Any moneys 
deposited in said fund shall be expended only at the direction of the mayor as approved by 
the city council, for the purposes mentioned below. The city treasurer shall be the 
custodian of the fund and may deposit the proceeds in a bank or invest the same in such 
securities as are legal for the investment of funds of saving banks under the laws of the 
commonwealth or in federal savings and loan associations situated in the commonwealth. 
Any interest earned thereon shall be credited to and become part of such fund. The fund 
shall be administered by the department of planning and community development. (C.O. 
91-23 § 8 (part)) 



 

17.47.030 Expenditure of funds. 

Any moneys in the fund may be expended only by a majority vote of the entire 
membership of the city council and shall be appropriated for any of the following purposes; 
infrastructure and public facilities directly impacted by the project which are included in the 
city of Revere’s capital improvement plan encompassing roadway and sidewalk 
reconstruction; signalization improvements, sewer, water and drainage improvements; 
recreation and open space areas and the support of athletic programs; fire protection 
facilities and equipment; crime prevention facilities and equipment; school buildings and 
educational programs; and library improvements. Community trust funds may also be 
appropriated to support affordable housing initiatives and economic development activities 
in accordance with the city of Revere’s economic development plan. No moneys in this 
fund shall be used for any purposes not included or directly related to the purposes listed 
above. Further, moneys contributed by a certain applicant for a special permit for an 
increase in intensity of use shall be spent on city services related to mitigating the impacts 
of said development. In no instance shall the funds be used to offset the construction costs 
of traditional and mandatory project improvements which are necessary to secure a 
building permit including but not limited to sewer, water, drainage and transportation 
improvements as may be required under the Massachusetts Environmental Protection Act. 
(C.O. 91-23 § 8 (part)) 
 

17.47.040 Applicants seeking special permits. 

Said moneys shall be paid by applicants seeking a special permit for increased intensity of 
development in the RB, RB1, RC1, RC2, RC3, IP, LI, TED, GB, GB1, HB, PDD1 and 
PDD2 districts. (C.O. 97-105 § 51; C.O. 91-23 § 8 (part)) 
 

Chapter 17.48 CERTIFICATES AND PERMITS 

17.48.010 Required for construction, alteration or occupancy. 

No building, structure or land shall be constructed, altered, occupied or used in whole or in 
part for any purpose until the appropriate certificates, permits and/or licenses have been 
issued by the building inspector. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(B) (part)) 
 

17.48.020 Authority to issue. 

The building inspector shall, upon application, issue a zoning permit for the construction, 
alteration or use of any building, structure, land or part thereof where he or she determines 
that such action will not be in violation with the provisions of this title. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
3(B)(1) (part)) 
 

17.48.030 Application. 

All applications for zoning permits shall be made in writing to the building inspector in the 
detail specified in this title. The building inspector (who shall retain sole authority for the 
issuance of building permits) may, prior to the issuance of any zoning permit, refer one 



copy of the plans, drawings and statements to each of the following for review and written 
recommendations: the city planner, city engineer, superintendent of public works and the 
board of health. The combined responses to the application will be known as the formal 
project review. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(B)(1)(part)) 
 

17.48.040 Administrative review. 

The city planner shall determine whether the proposed site plan and structures will 
compare favorably with community standards and neighborhood character. The city 
engineer shall determine whether the affected streets are adequate to service the 
proposed building, structure or use. The superintendent of public works shall determine 
whether the public utilities are adequate to service the proposed building, structure or use. 
The board of health shall determine whether the proposed building, structure or use will 
constitute a danger to the health and safety of the citizens of the city. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
3(B)(1)(part)) 
 

17.48.050 Administrative recommendations. 

The city planner, city engineer, superintendent of public works and the board of health 
shall submit their recommendations separately, or jointly, within fourteen days after receipt 
of the zoning permit application. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(B)(1)(part)) 
 

17.48.060 Issuance authority--Required when. 

The building inspector shall, upon written direction of the city council (the “special permit 
granting authority”) issue a zoning permit as provided for elsewhere in this title, the permit 
to be a prerequisite to the issuance of a building permit as prescribed by the building code. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(B)(2)(part)) 
 

17.48.070 Applications. 

All applications for special permits, as provided for elsewhere in this title, shall be filed by 
the petitioner with the city clerk, who shall forthwith transmit a copy thereof to the city 
council. 
 
No special permit application shall be accepted for advertisement without submission of an 
appropriate site plan in accordance with Section 17.17.050. (C.O. 91-88 § 1; C.O. 83-3 § 
17-3(B)(2)(part)) 
 

17.48.080 Public hearing--City council action. 

A. The city council shall hold a public hearing within sixty-five days of the proper filing of 
each application for a special permit. The city council shall act within ninety days following 
a public hearing for a special permit, failing which such permit shall be deemed to be 
granted. 
 
B. Special permits shall require a two-thirds vote of all the members of the city council. 
 



C. Special permits may be granted by the city council only upon its written determination 
that the proposed use will have beneficial effects that outweigh the detrimental effects of 
the proposed use on the city and the neighborhood, in view of the particular characteristics 
of the site and of the proposal in relation to that site. The determination shall include 
consideration of each of the following: 
 
1. Social, economic, or community needs which are served by the proposal; 
 
2. Traffic flow and safety; 
 
3. Adequacy of utilities and other public services; 
 
4. Neighborhood character and social structures; 
 
5. Impacts on the natural environment; 
 
6. Potential fiscal impact. 
 
D. Special permits may be granted with such reasonable conditions, safeguards, or 
limitations on time or use as the city council may deem necessary to serve the purposes of 
this title. (C.O. 96-17 § 47; C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(B)(2)(part)) 
 

17.48.090 Rules. 

The special permit granting authority shall adopt and, from time to time amend, rules 
relative to the issuance of special permits, and shall file a copy of the rules in the office of 
the city clerk. 
 
No special permit application shall be accepted for advertisement without submission of an 
appropriate site plan in accordance with Section 17.17.050. (C.O. 91-88 § 1; C.O. 83-3 § 
17-3(B)(2)(part)) 
 

17.48.100 Copies to building inspector. 

The city council shall furnish the building inspector with a copy of all decisions regarding 
special permits. 
 
A. No building permit shall be issued until the attached conditions and site plan of special 
permit have been recorded in the Registry of Deeds or Land Court for the district in which 
the land is located, within the chain of title of the affected property. In the case of recorded 
land, the special permit conditions shall also be noted in the Registry’s grantor conditions 
shall also be noted in the Registry’s Grantor Index under the name of the owner of the land 
which the proposed work is to be done. In the case of registered land, the special permit 
conditions shall also be noted on the land court Certificate of Title of the owner of the land 
upon which the work is to be done. The recording information shall be submitted to the city 
clerk for distribution to the building inspector and site plan review committee, prior to the 
issuance of a building permit. 
 
B. Any alterations, changes, or deviations from the attached site plan and/or attached 
special permit conditions shall constitute the need for a new filing of a special permit. (C.O. 
91-88 § 2; C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(B)(2)(part)) 
 



17.48.110 Lapse for disuse. 

All rights authorized by a special permit shall lapse within two years from the date of 
granting if construction or use has not sooner commenced, except for good cause. (C.O. 
83-3 § 17-3(B)(2)(part)) 
 

17.48.120 Fees--Costs. 

All applications for special permits shall be, as required by the General Laws, 
accompanied by fees established from time to time by the city council, if the appellant, 
applicant or petitioner is not an officer or board of the city, plus the cost of notices. (C.O. 
83-3 § 17-3(B)(2)(part)) 
 

17.48.130 Issuance authority--Effect. 

The building inspector is empowered to issue a certificate of occupancy which shall certify 
that all provisions of this title have been complied with in respect to the location and use of 
the building, structure or premises in question. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(B)(3)(part)) 
 

17.48.140 Required. 

No building or structure shall be used or occupied unless a certificate of occupancy is 
obtained. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(B)(3)(part)) 
 
 
 
Chapter 17.52 BOARD OF APPEALS--APPEALS AND VARIANCES 

17.52.010 Statutory authority. 

The board of appeal, established in Chapter 220 of the Acts of 1920, Chapter 361 of the 
Acts of 1941, and Chapter 280 of the Acts of 1946, as amended, shall constitute the board 
of appeals as required under Chapter 40A, General Laws, and this title. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
3(C)(part)) 
 

17.52.020 Power to hear and grant appeals and variances. 

The board of appeal shall have the following powers: 
 
A. Upon appeal or petition, to grant variances from the terms of this title where the board 
finds that, owing to circumstances relating to soil conditions, shape or topography 
specifically affecting such land or structures but not the zoning district in general, a literal 
enforcement of the provisions of this title would involve substantial hardship, financial or 
otherwise, to the petitioner or appellant, and that desirable relief may be granted without 
nullifying or substantially derogating from the intent or purpose of such an ordinance, and 
without substantial detriment to the public good; 
 



B. To hear and decide appeals of decisions or orders made by the inspector of buildings or 
other administrative official, in accordance with Chapter 40A, Section 7, General Laws. 
Any appeal of a decision or order made by the building inspector or other administrative 
official shall be taken within thirty days from the date of such decision or order by filing 
written notice of appeal, specifying the grounds thereof, with the city clerk, who shall 
forthwith transmit copies to such person whose decision or order is being appealed and to 
the board of appeals. Such person shall forthwith transmit to the board of appeals all 
documents and papers constituting the record of the case in which the appeal is taken. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(C)(1)(part)) 
 

17.52.030 Petitions. 

All petitions or appeals for variances shall be filed by the petitioner with the city clerk, who 
shall forthwith transmit a copy thereof to the board of appeals. Petitions shall specify, as 
appropriate:  
 
A. The grounds of the appeal, the specific subsections of the this title or the specific 
decision from which the appeal is made, applied under or to be varied; 
 
B. The land, buildings or parts thereof for which the variance is sought, and the duration of 
time for which it is to apply, whether in terms of a stated number of years, the life of the 
existing building or otherwise; and 
 
C. Shall be accompanied by such data, plans and specifications as are required by this 
title or by the board of appeals for the purpose of a clear understanding by the board of the 
issues, situations or facts of the case. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(C)(1)(part))  
 

17.52.040 Fees. 

All applications for appeals and petitions for variances shall, as required by the General 
Laws, be accompanied by fees as established from time to time by city ordinance, if the 
appellant, applicant or petitioner is not an officer or board of the city, plus cost of notices. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(C)(1)(part)) 
 

17.52.050 Hearing deadline. 

The board of appeals shall hold a public hearing on any appeal, application or petition 
transmitted to it by the city clerk within sixty-five days of the date of transmittal. (C.O. 83-3 
§ 17-3(C) (1)(part)) 
 

17.52.060 Lapse of variance or appeal. 

If the rights authorized by a variance or appeal are not exercised within one year from the 
date of granting, they shall lapse; provided, however, that the board of appeals in its 
discretion and upon written application by the grantee of such right may extend the time for 
exercise of such rights for a period not to exceed six months; and provided further, that the 
application for such extension is filed with the board of appeals prior to the expiration of 
such one-year period. If the board of appeals does not grant such extension within thirty 
days of the date of application thereof, and upon the expiration of the original one-year 



period, such rights may be reestablished only after notice and a new hearing pursuant to 
the provisions of this section. (C.O. 85-4A § 16(P); C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(C)(1)(part)) 
 

17.52.070 Voting--Variance limitations--Failure to act. 

A. All decisions of the board of appeal shall be by a four-fifths vote of all members and 
shall be specific as to the subject granted or denied and the location to which it applies.  
 
B. Grants of variances shall, in addition, specify any limitations of time and use imposed, 
and any regulations made or amended, compliance with which is a condition; of the use 
permitted.  
 
C. Failure of the board of appeal to act within seventy-five days of filing for an appeal or 
variance shall be deemed to be granting of the relief, application or petition sought. (C.O. 
83-3 § 17-3(C)(1)(part)) 
 

17.52.080 Information incorporated in decisions. 

Decisions of the board of appeal shall be interpreted as follows: All data, plans and 
specifications presented by the applicant, appellant or petitioner shall be considered to be 
incorporated as part of the board’s decision unless specifically excluded therein. (C.O. 83-
3 § 17-3(C)(1) (part)) 
 

17.52.090 Records of findings--Minutes. 

Every decision of the board of appeal shall contain a full record of the findings of the board 
pertaining to the particular case. The board shall keep minutes of its proceedings showing 
the vote of each member, or associate member, upon every question or, if absent or failing 
to vote, indicating such fact, and clearly setting forth the reason(s) for its decision and/or 
action, copies of which shall be filed with the city clerk within fourteen days of the hearing. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(C)(1)(part)) 

17.52.100 Planning board recommendations. 

The planning board may submit recommendations on matters before the board of appeal 
at least two working days prior to the board of appeal’s public hearing. The 
recommendation shall be in the form of a written report, shall be read aloud at the public 
hearing by a duly authorized person representing the planning board, and shall become 
part of the recorded minutes of that public hearing. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(C)(1)(part)) 
 

17.52.110 Notice to planning board. 

The board of appeal’s public hearing agenda and site plans for each petition or application 
on the agenda shall be received by the planning board from the board of appeal a 
minimum of seven days prior to the scheduled public hearing, failing which the public 
hearing shall be postponed. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(C)(1)(part)) 
 



17.52.120 Reconsideration. 

No appeal or petition for a variance from the terms of this title with respect to a particular 
parcel of land or the building thereon, and no application for a special exception to the 
terms of this title, which has been unfavorably acted upon by the board of appeal, shall be 
considered on its merits within two years after the date of such unfavorable action unless 
the board, by a vote of at least four to one, finds there are specific and material changes in 
the conditions upon which the previous unfavorable action was based, and unless, after 
serving notice to the parties of interest of the time and place of proceedings, eight of the 
nine members of the planning board consent thereto. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(C)(1)(part)) 
 
Chapter 17.56 AMENDMENTS 

17.56.010 Petition--Submittal to planning board. 

Any person, office or board of the city may petition for an amendment to this title. The 
petition shall be in writing, shall, as required by the General Laws, be accompanied by a 
fee to be established by city ordinance, if the petitioner is not an officer or board of the city, 
plus the cost of notices, and shall be submitted to the city council. The council shall submit 
the proposed amendment to the planning board for review within fourteen days of receipt. 
(C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(D)(part)) 
 

17.56.020 Public hearing. 

No zoning ordinance amendment shall be adopted until after the planning board and the 
city council or a committee designated or appointed for the purpose by the city council has 
each held a public hearing within sixty-five days of the receipt of the proposed 
amendment, together or separately, at which interested persons shall be given an 
opportunity to be heard. (C.O. 01-76 § 48, 2001; C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(D)(1)) 
 

17.56.030 Notice to board of appeal--Recommendations. 

The city council shall notify the board of appeal of any public hearing to amend this zoning 
title. Such notice shall be in written form and shall include the text of the proposed 
changes and date of the public hearing. The board of appeal may formulate 
recommendations concerning the proposed zoning change and forward a recommendation 
in writing to the joint city council-planning board hearing. The recommendation shall be 
read aloud at this public hearing and become part of the recorded minutes of that public 
hearing. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(D)(2)) 
 

17.56.040 Vote of city council. 

Adoption of any amendments by the city council shall be by a two-thirds vote of all 
members; provided, that in case a written protest is filed against such change, pursuant to 
Chapter 40A, Section 5, General Laws, the vote for adoption shall be by a three-fourths 
vote of all the members. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(D)(3)) 
 

 



17.56.050 Planning board report. 

No city council vote to adopt or reject the amendment shall take place until after the 
planning board has submitted final report with recommendations, or after twenty-one days 
have elapsed after such hearing without the submission of such report or 
recommendations. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(D)(4)) 
 

17.56.060 Failure to act after public hearing. 

If the city council fails to act within ninety days after the public hearing, it shall not act 
thereon until after a new, duly advertised public hearing is held. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(D)(5)) 
 

17.56.070 Reconsideration. 

No proposed amendment to this title which has been unfavorably acted upon by the city 
council shall be considered on its merits by the city council within two years after the date 
of such proposed ordinance, unless the adoption of the amendment is recommended in 
the final report of the planning board. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(D)(6)) 
 

17.56.080 Effective date. 

The effective date of the adoption of an amending ordinance shall be the date of the city 
council vote (Chapter 40A, Section 5, General Laws). (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(D)(7)) 
 
 
Chapter 17.60 ENFORCEMENT 

17.60.010 Statutory provisions incorporated. 

This title, by the adoption of the ordinance from which this title derives, shall incorporate 
Chapter 40A, General Laws, as amended December 22, 1975 or as subsequently 
amended. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(part)) 
 

17.60.020 Administration by building inspector. 

Except as otherwise provided, this title shall be administered by the building inspector, 
who shall be appointed by the mayor as inspector in accordance with the State Building 
Code and who shall have such powers as are conferred upon him by this title. (C.O. 83-3 § 
17-3(A)(part)) 
 

17.60.030 Inspection duty. 

As of the effective date of the ordinance from which this title derives, it shall be the duty of 
the building inspector to cause any plans, buildings or premises to be examined or 
inspected to determine whether or not they conform to the provisions of this title. (C.O. 83-
3 § 17-3(A)(1)) 



 

17.60.040 Withholding of permits and certificates. 

A. Where the building inspector determines that the construction or alteration of any 
building or structure would be in violation of this title, the building inspector shall withhold 
any and all permits and certificates required for the construction or alteration.  
 
B. The building inspector shall grant no certificate, permit or license for any new use of a 
building, structure or land which use would be in violation of this title. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-
3(A)(2),(3)) 
 

17.60.050 Revocation of permits and certificates. 

If in the course of business, the building inspector finds that a building or structure has 
been constructed or altered in structure, or land is being used in violation of this title, he or 
she shall forthwith revoke and/or withhold and all certificates, permits and licenses 
required by the building, structure or use. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(A)(4)) 
 

17.60.060 Notice to remedy violations. 

In either case provided for in Sections 17.60.040 or 17.60.050, the inspector of buildings 
shall, within fourteen days of his or her finding, detail to the responsible party, in writing, 
the nature of the violation(s), the remedy ordered, the time permitted for such action, the 
penalties and remedies which may be invoked by the city, and the right to appeal, all as 
specified by this title. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(A)(5)) 
 

17.60.070 Information on applications generally. 

Every applicant for a permit, certificate or license for any construction, alteration or use of 
any building, structure or land shall provide the building inspector with such written 
information, plans, specifications and/or other similar data as may be deemed necessary 
for full and accurate information of the proposed construction, alteration or use with regard 
to the provisions of this title. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(A)(6)) 
 

17.60.080 Records of building inspector. 

The building inspector shall maintain a permanent public record of all matters considered, 
all supporting data supplied to him or her, and all action taken by him or her, and such 
records shall form a part of the records of this office. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(A)(7)) 
 

17.60.090 Violation--Penalty. 

The penalty for violating the provisions of this title shall be no more than three hundred 
dollars per day per violation, paid to the city. (C.O. 90-238 § 1; C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(A)(8)) 
 



17.60.100 Violation--Complaint. 

Whenever a violation of this title occurs any person, office or board may file a complaint in 
regard thereto. All such complaints must be in writing and shall be filed with the building 
inspector, who shall properly record such complaint immediately and investigate and notify 
the complaining party in writing within fourteen days of receipt of the complaint of any 
action or refusal to act and the reasons thereof. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(A)(9)) 
 

17.60.110 Violation--Other remedies unimpaired. 

In addition to the remedy or remedies heretofore provided, any person, persons, company 
or corporation violating this title or any provisions or section thereof may be proceeded 
against by the city or by proceeding in equity or otherwise to prevent and enjoin any 
threatened violation of this title. (C.O. 83-3 § 17-3(A)(10)) 
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